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Over the past four years, I have had the absolute pleasure of representing CIPHI (ON) members as the 
Food Safety Councilor.  During my time with CIPHI (ON), I have seen positive growth and change.  One 
that stands out the most to me is the fact that the Ontario Branch is becoming more visible and more 
recognized amongst its members, partners and key stakeholders.  This is a true testament to the hard 
work of many dedicated volunteers across the organization.  I would be remiss if I didn’t highlight some 
of the work these volunteers lent their support to. 
 
Carolyn Legge of the Sudbury & District Health Unit has volunteered with the Ontario Branch for the 
past three years with the Guelph Food Safety Seminar Series (GFSSS).  Her most recent ventures involve 
the planning of the annual GFSSS’ ½ day symposium.  This year’s free event will be held October 16th, 
2012 at the Holiday Inn, Guelph Hotel and Conference Centre.  The theme is Food Safety – Risky 
Business?  Many thanks Carolyn - for your dedication to this committee. 
 
The Interagency Council on Food Safety (ICFS) provides a means of information sharing and 
collaboration on common intergovernmental activities related to food safety while respecting the 
jurisdictional authority of individual member agencies.  Some of the groups represented include:  
OMAFRA, MOHLTC, MOE, MNR, Ministry of Economic Development, LCBO, Health Canada, CFIA, 
ASPHIO, alPHa and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.  I and Fran Gelder who represents ASPHIO have 
been selected to co-chair this group through to 2014.  By being a member of this group, we had the 
opportunity to meet with Samuel Godefroy, Director General, Food Directorate, Health Canada to voice 
our concerns with food safety issues in Ontario.  This meeting was attended by Ken Diplock (President) 
and Peter Heywood (Immediate Past President) where valuable information was both given and 
received relating to food safety challenges and priorities.  Ken Diplock had the opportunity to highlight 
key issues and concerns faced by Ontario’s Public Health Inspectors. 
 
The Ontario Multi-Agency Foodborne Outbreak / Food Recall Working Group is a group that comes 
together to improve the effectiveness of the multi-agency response to a foodborne outbreak / food 
recall event in Ontario.  Currently, CIPHI (ON) is newly represented by Christina Weider of the York 
Region Health Department and continues to meet as scheduled.  
 
The Ontario Open for Business initiative is one which addresses concerns brought forth by the Ontario 

Restaurant Hotel and Motel Association.  Key areas of concern include the lack of consistency in food 

premise inspection reporting and food handler training and certification programs amongst all 36 health 

units.  The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care formed two working groups which are represented by 

myself (food handler training and certification programs) and Steve Rebellato of York Region for the 

group working on food premise inspection reporting.  At the time of this report, there has been one 



 

Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors 
L’Institut canadien des inspecteurs en santé publique 

  

 

Health Protection: Cornerstone of Public Health 
Promotion et Protection de la Santé: Fondement de la Santé Publique 

 

health unit whose food handler certification program was selected as the most appropriate one for 

health units to adopt if they so choose.   We are currently awaiting the Ministry to make the 

announcement and provide health units with an action plan. 

 

I would like to end my final report by saying that this has been a wonderful experience for me, one I will 
hold dear and never forget.  It has opened my eyes to the “behind the scenes” workings of the world of 
food safety and highlights just how much work is silently being done by so many volunteers.  I 
encourage CIPHI (ON) members to take part in volunteer opportunities as they come up and I strongly 
encourage employers to fully back our members in these endeavours.  Many thanks go out to the 
members of the Ontario Branch executive for their support with special mention to Ken Diplock for his 
leadership and guidance over the past four years.  Thanks for the great laughs and memories – this 
journey has been nothing short of a blast.   
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
Cynthia (Cindy) Peacock-Rocca 
Food Safety Councilor  
CIPHI Ontario Branch 


